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Abstract

The Jurist and the Cantor: Reform from Within (A Comparative Study
of Muhammad ‘Abduh and ‘Abduh al-Hamiilr)

This article aims to elucidate the approach adopted by ‘Abduh al-Hamili (1843-
1901), the pioneer of the musical Nahda-renaissance in Egypt during the last third
of the nineteenth century, by drawing a comparison with the approach employed
by Imam Muhammad ‘Abduh (1849-1905) in reopening the gate of Jjtihad in Is-
lamic religious jurisprudence. The article describes the development of the new
artistic musical tradition specific to the Masriq in Egypt, referencing the inherent
renewal dynamics of the Arab Renaissance, which are crystallized in the reform-
ist approach of Imam Muhammad ‘ Abduh to Islamic jurisprudence and political
Islam. This text analyses the process of homogenous syncretism between four
pre-existing monodic magam traditions —the Aleppine tradition, the Egyptian
popular tradition, the Sufi tradition, and the Ottoman tradition— leading to the
characterization of the development of new musical forms and the establishment
of the three-part wasla in a specific magam, with an emphasis on the propensity
for vocal and instrumental improvisation. It also examines the trajectory of this
tradition during the first half of the twentieth century, as its inheritors split be-
tween literalist conservatives (akin to Salafists) and modernizing Westernizers
(akin to secular nationalists), diverging from the original approach of inherent,
creative renewal from within, as established by the jurist and the cantor.

Keywords : Endogenous renewal, Arab Renaissance/Nahda, Wasla, musical tra-
dition, musical Westernisation.
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